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12 Minor Books of History
9 are pre-exilic  (Joshua thru 2 Chronicles)

3 are post-exilic (Ezra, Nehemial, Esther)

12 Minor Books of Prophecy
9 are pre-exilic (Hosea thru Zephaniah) 

3 are post-exilic (Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi)
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The “Torah” (Heb. “Law”) or “Pentateuch” (Gr. “Five Books”)

Genesis thru Deuteronomy

Believed to have been written by Moses

Stories in Genesis predate Moses, and may have been assembled by 
him from family records of earlier patriarchs 
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Genesis covers about 2,300 years  > the rest of the Bible combined

Genesis divides into four almost equal sections:

Chapters 1-11 History before Abraham

Chapters 12-25a The Life of Abraham

Chapters 25b-36 The families of Isaac and Jacob

Chapters 37-50 The story of Joseph
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Genesis 1-11 Covers 2,000 years

Ch.1 — Creation in six days

Ch.2 — A female partner for Adam

Ch.3 — Adam and Eve are tested, and fail—driven out of the Garden

Ch.4 — Cain and Abel; Cain’s descendants

Ch.5 — Genealogy from Adam to Noah (10 generations, 1650 years)

Chs.6-9 — Noah and the Flood

Ch.10 — Table of Nations: Descendants of Noah’s three sons

Ch.11a — Tower of Babel; confusion of languages

Ch.11b — Abraham’s genealogy (10 generations from Noah, 350 years)
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Old Testament Narrative:

Genesis 12 - 50     Covers approximately 300 years

Chs.12-15a  Abraham in the Promised Land (100 years)

Chs.25b-36 Isaac and Jacob (about 110 years)

Chs.37-50     The story of Joseph  (about 90 years)

Closes with Israel at liberty and prosperous, but in exile, in Egypt
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Exodus thru Deuteronomy 

The life and leadership of Moses   — Covers 120 years

Exodus Birth of Moses; Exodus; Law given; Tabernacle built

Leviticus Laws of sacrifice, cleanness, holy days, etc.

Numbers The rebellion, followed by 38 years wandering

Deuteronomy      Moses’ final sermons in Moab, and death
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Joshua, Judges and Ruth

Conquest and occupation prior to the Monarchy — about 350 years

Joshua leads in conquest of Canaan (Book of Joshua)  25 years

The tribal league in period of judges (Judges, Ruth)   325 years
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Books of Samuel, Kings  (Chronicles parallels Samuel and Kings)

Israel’s Monarchy period — about 500 years

Samuel, the last of the judges and the first of the prophets (1 Sam.1-24)

Saul, the first King of united Israel (1 Samuel 8 – 31)

The story of David, Israel’s second king (1 Samuel 16 – 1 Kings 2)

Solomon, the last king of the united kingdom (1 Kings 1 – 11)

Kingdom divided under Rehoboam: Israel and Judah (1 Kg. 12 – 2 Kg.17)

Israel destroyed by Assyria, in 722 BC (2 Kings 17)

Judah continues until taken by Babylon, in 586 BC  (2 Kings 18– 25)
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Books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

After the Babylonian exile

Babylon conquered by Medes and Persians under Cyrus

Zerubbabel brings back the first group to Jerusalem (Ezra 1 - 6) 

Ezra brings back the second group (Ezra 7 - 10)

Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem, accompanied by others (Nehemiah)

Esther, in Persia, becomes queen, saves Jews from extinction (Esther)
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New Testament Narrative:

The Four Gospels

Matthew — written by one of the Twelve Apostles

Mark — written by Peter’s younger protégé, from Peters witness

Luke — written by the physician who traveled with Paul

John — written by one of the Twelve…called ‘the Beloved Disciple”
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New Testament Narrative:

The Acts of the Apostles

Written by Luke, continues the narrative from where the Gospel of Luke 
left off.  The only authoritative history of the period that we have.

Covers the ministries of Peter, Stephen, Philip and Paul

Begins at the ascension of Christ; ends with Paul’s Roman imprisonment
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Epistles of Paul

Written to the churches of the Gentile World, most of which were 
founded by him personally.

Not arranged in chronological order, but, generally, in order of 
diminishing length.

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians & Philemon called “Prison Epistles”

1 & 2 Timothy & Titus called “Pastoral Epistles”
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General Epistles

Hebrews — written anonymously to Jewish Christians

James — by the leader of the Jerusalem church,  to Jewish Christians

1 Peter — written by Peter to suffering churches in regions evangelized

by Paul — principally about suffering for Christ

2 Peter — a second letter to the same audience, written near the time

of Peter’s death
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General Epistles (Cont.)

1 John — written by the Beloved Disciple about love, and assurance

2 John — a second letter from the same, to ”the Elect Lady”

3 John — a third letter from the same, to Gaius, an otherwise unknown 

disciple in an unspecified church location

Jude — a short sermon, apparently taking 2 Peter 2 as its text, written

by Jude, brother of James and brother of Jesus
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The Revelation

Written by John recording visions he received while imprisoned on the 
island of Patmos. 

An epistle to the seven churches of Asia Minor (now Turkey)

Written in apocalyptic style, similar to that of Daniel or Zechariah

Dealing with judgment themes, in imagery reminiscent of Old 
Testament prophecy. Subject to a variety of interpretations.


